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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 773 

The Psalms of David and the Higher Criticism ; or, Was David 
"The Sweet Psalmist of Israel " ? By Alexander Wright. 
Edinburgh and London: Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, 
1900. Pp. xvi + 249. 5s. 

The purpose of this book, as stated in the preface, is "(1) to 
vindicate for the Psalms an earlier place in the history of Israel 
than a certain school of modern criticism is disposed to allow; and 
(2) to point out that it is reasonable to suppose that David at least 
wrote certain of the psalms to which his name as author is prefixed." 
The first three chapters deal with questions of general introduction to 
the subject; chap, iv is an "Excursus on Certain So-called Davidic 
Psalms" which the author admits are not the work of David; and the 
remainder of the book, chaps, v-xxiv, is given to the consideration of 
the twenty psalms which the author maintains to be Davidic. The 
book furnishes no contribution to the solution of the problems of the 
Psalter. It is rather a working over in popular form of the results 
obtained by such scholars as Ewald, Delitzsch, Perowne, and Robertson. 
The author seems to have made no use of the more recent works on the 
Psalms by Duhm, Baethgen, Wellhausen, and others. While profess- 
ing to place no reliance upon the superscriptions and to determine 
the date and authorship of each psalm on the basis of its contents, the 
author seems to lack the thorough understanding of the history of 
Israel's thought which is essential to any satisfactory work upon 
the Psalter. The book is marred by the use of faulty English, by 
inexactness in the citation of references (e. g., pp. 22, 61, 62 note, 68, 
104, 122), and by the exceedingly fragmentary character of much of 
the material. Popular works, such as this was apparently meant to be, 
are greatly needed, but scholarship and insight are no less essential in 
their production than in that of more profound and exhaustive works. 

John M. P. Smith. 
The University of Chicago. 

The Book of Daniel, with Introduction and Notes. By S. R. 
Driver. (= "The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Col- 
leges.") Cambridge: The University Press; New York: 
Macmillan, 1900. Pp. cvi-f-215. $0.75. 

In this little volume the reader will find practically all that is known 
about the book of Daniel. The only recent commentaries, in English, 
that compare with it in completeness and worth are Bevan's (Cambridge, 
1892) and Prince's (Leipzig, 1899), and these cost respectively $2 and 



